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only a narrow margin. At the same time Fleetwood was
ordered to admonish the officers for their irregular proceedings.1
Fleetwood called the officers together, but the results of the
meeting were the direct opposite of those intended by the
Rump. Instead of resolving to confine themselves in the future
strictly to their military duties, the officers determined to sup-
port Lambert and the petitioners in his northern army. They
therefore drafted a petition of their own, which was presented
to the Rump on 5 October. After a vindication of the Derby
petitioners, the house was asked to justify them and to punish
any one who thereafter should cast scandalous imputations
upon the army. The petition asserted that soldiers had not
forfeited their liberties as freemen and therefore had the un-
doubted right to petition; and it insisted that no officer or
soldier should be dismissed except by a court martial, that no
officer should be appointed until approved by the committee of
nomination, and that a commander-in-chief should be named.
The stiffness of these requirements was in complete contrast to
such ingratiating terms as cy°ur faithful servants' and 'humble
desires9,* with which the petition abounded.
The Rump, too, was in an uncompromising mood. It had
recently learnt that Monck had forbidden the circulation and
subscription of the Derby petition among his men in Scotland,
and had received his assurances of devotion to the parliament.
Thus encouraged the Rump was in no temper to pay excessive
regard to the peculiar susceptibilities of the army. While the
petition was being debated there was an interruption for dis-
cussion of a bill declaring cin what cases it shall be high treason
to levy or collect any tax or assessment, not set or imposed by
common consent in parliament; and to make void patents,
grants, acts, and ordinances, made since the nineteenth of April
1653, not made by this parliament'.3 The purpose of such a bill
was clear, and its framers must have had in view the possibility
of a summary dissolution by armed force. They therefore
intended to make it as hard as possible for the army to levy
taxes in such an event.
It so happened that, the next day, they were informed that
Lambert, Disbrowe, and seven other officers were soliciting
1	Commons' Journals, vii. 785.
2	Old Parliamentary History, xxxi. 460-5; Baker, Chronicle* pp. 675-7. •
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